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Acca would be withdrawn. If, after ten days more, he refused
to submit, the Sultan would be free to adopt any course, as his
own interests and the counsels of his allies might suggest to
him.

In a third document, known as the Reserved Protocol, it
was laid down that " the state of affairs in Syria, the interests
of humanity and grave considerations of European policy
made it urgent that the Powers should begin active operations
without delay and without waiting for the ratification of the
Convention/'

When the terms of the treaty became known, the whole
French nation thundered and blustered at the mortal affront
hurled at its "national honour." Europe was once more
intriguing by treaties against France. France had been rudely
thrown out of the Concert of Europe, and an essentially
European affair was to be solved not only without France, but
also against her. Louis Philippe, king of the French,
threatened " to put the red cap on and to let loose the tiger"
which he had chained for ten years.1

In truth the French were taken by surprise, and they were
absolutely at a loss as to what course they should take. Could
they, after signing the collective note of 1839, support Moham-
med Ali by taking up arms in his favour? Were they ready for
a general European war? Could Mohammed Ali hold out
against the Allied Powers until France was ready? Louis
Philippe called round him Thiers, Guizot and the principal
officers to confer on the situation. They came to the conclusion
that emissaries should be sent to Mohammed Ali to keep up
his spirits and to supervise his defences. At the same time
preparations for war should seriously be taken in hand.2

Thiers was evidently bent on war if the coalition did not
break. As was divulged later on when he was out of office, his
intention was not only to support Mohammed Ali's claims but
to force a rectification of the treaties of i8i5.3

But Palmerston was not to be intimidated by the bellicose
intentions of the French Government. " France will not go to
war," he wrote to Hodges, "with the other Great Powers of
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